
2026 SCREEN AUSTRALIA 
FILMMAKER MASTERCLASS
THE STAR, GOLD COAST 
Monday 26 October 2026 | 11am - 6pm

11.00am Arrivals

11.15am Begins

11.30am Presentation: Screen Australia

11.35am In Conversation: What Audiences Want
In this conversation we are bringing together three people who see the Australian cinema audience from  
different ends of the business: the data behind every ticket, the films worth backing, and the stories audiences  
turn up for. Together they draw the real picture of who’s going to the movies, why, and what it means for how  
your film gets made, positioned and sold.

12.20pm Presentation: Screen Queensland

12.25pm Panel: Big Screen Marketing
You’ve got a great film, a great distributor and the cinema chains have locked it in their release schedule  
- now you need people to know about it! Considering marketing once the film is in the can is already too late.  
This panel is a practical conversation about building your film’s marketing campaign while you build the film. 

1.10pm In Conversation: Director on Director
Filmmakers talk shop. A candid conversation about getting a first feature off the ground, the lessons learned the 
hard way, and what it’s really like to have your film distributed and up on the big screen, from traditional pathways to 
alternative routes rewriting the rules, and where it’s all heading next.

1.40pm Break

2.30pm Presentation: Gold Coast Film Commission

2.35pm Panel: What Makes An Exhibitor Say Yes? 
For most filmmakers, the booking decision and programming process is a black box. Exhibitors are here to  
open it and tell us what they weigh up before backing an Australian film, how screens get allocated, the  
impact of P&A and how a film is programmed, sustained and grown.

3.20pm In Conversation: Australian Cinema of Past, Present and Future 
Filmmakers only ever see their own film’s numbers, whereas Screen Australia sees everyone’s. This conversation  
is a rare look at the market insights shaping the future of how Australian films can land with real impact, and  
the real data on how Australian films get financed, the programs opening up to more filmmakers, and what  
separates a film that gets made and seen from one that doesn’t.

4.00pm Case Study: From Pitch to Audience 
A candid case study examining how an independent Australian film progressed from concept and development through 
production, international festival premieres, sales and theatrical release around the world.

4.40pm Panel: Ask Me Anything!
Experts from across the industry brought together to answer your questions. Submit yours throughout the  
day and have them put to the panel in this closing session.

Screen Australia, Screen Queensland and the Gold Coast Film Commission  
will be presenting at the Masterclass, along with leading Australian filmmakers, 
distributors, marketers and exhibitors. The program will include:

**PROGRAM IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE**


