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AUSTRALIAN INTERNATIONAL 
MOVIE CONVENTION
THE STAR GOLD COAST

2025

The Australian International Movie Convention (AIMC) Powered by Vista Group is the 
only event on the Australian film industry calendar to provide opportunities to network 
with local and international executives from Cinema Exhibition, Distribution, the 
Filmmaking Community, and Technology & Cinema Equipment Suppliers under one roof.

Attracting delegates from Australia, New Zealand, Asia, the US and Europe, the AIMC 
provides  an invaluable opportunity to preview upcoming product from major and 
independent studios; learn about local and international trends from guest presenters; 

and network with colleagues and senior industry executives.

Going to the movies  is the only place where you can fall in love, save the world and survive a zombie 
apocalypse, with popcorn and explosions. It’s like going to a group therapy session - we all laugh, cry, and 

pretend we understand plot twists. It’s magic!
Taika Waititi  Filmmaker

The AIMC brings together the leaders and emerging talent across the cinema industry to network and hear 
from studios and experts on the future content and trends in the industry. HOYTS is a proud supporter of the 
convention and this October we will be back at The Star on the Gold Coast for this unmissable industry event.

Damian Keogh AM  President & CEO The HOYTS Group

As we navigate the rapid evolution of our industry, the AIMC is an essential event to connect stakeholders 
in a constructive dialogue around the future. It is so exciting to be returning to The Star where we can truly 

showcase the stellar theatrical line-up for 2026 and beyond.
Mike Baard  Managing Director Universal Pictures International Australasia 

& MPDAA representative of the AIMC

Love AIMC, it’s an amazing opportunity to connect with industry colleagues, hear about the innovative ways 
we are evolving locally and globally and get excited about the up-and-coming film slate!

Carmen Switzer  Event Cinemas Director of Entertainment
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2025 AIMC PROGRAM
MONDAY 27 OCTOBER, 2025

11:00am - 5:00pm
The Star Ballroom

Screen Australia Filmmaker Masterclass  
A Workshop For Filmmakers To Supercharge 
Australian Local Box Office

7:30pm - 9:15pm
HOYTS Theatre

Rental Family Screening - The Walt Disney Studios

5:00pm - 12:00am For bevvies and banter, join us at the Vista Group Bar

TUESDAY 28 OCTOBER, 2025

10:00am - 10:05am
HOYTS Theatre

Welcome to Country

10:05am - 10:20am
HOYTS Theatre

Cinema Association Australasia Welcome
Cameron Mitchell

10:20am - 10:35am
HOYTS Theatre

Vista Group - Sponsor Presentation
Stuart Dickinson

10:35am - 10:55am
HOYTS Theatre

An International Perspective
Laura Houlgatte Abbott

10:55am - 11:15am
HOYTS Theatre

Presentation

11:15am - 11:25am
HOYTS Theatre

IMAX Presentation
Giovanni Dolci

11:30am - 1:00pm
HOYTS Theatre

MPDAA Distributor Presentation
The Walt Disney Studios

1:00pm - 2:30pm Lunch Break With Our Trade Partners – Event Centre

2:30pm - 3:15pm
HOYTS Theatre

Panel Discussion

3:15pm - 4:00pm
HOYTS Theatre

Roadshow Films Presentation

4:15pm - 4:25pm
HOYTS Theatre

Christie Presentation

4:30pm - 6:00pm
HOYTS Theatre

MPDAA Distributor Presentation
Sony Pictures

7:00pm - 10:00pm
The Star Pool Area

Opening Night Welcome Celebration 
In Partnership With The Walt Disney Studios 
Featuring Live Entertainment From Bella Vita

5:00pm - 12:00am For bevvies and banter, join us at the Vista Group Bar

WEDNESDAY 29 OCTOBER, 2025

8:30am - 9:10am
HOYTS Theatre

Panel Discussion

9:10am - 9:50am
HOYTS Theatre

Panel Discussion

10:00am - 10:05am
HOYTS Theatre

Day 1 Recap
Sharon Strickland – CEO  Dendy / Icon

10:05am - 10:35am
HOYTS Theatre

Kismet Movies Presentation

10:35am - 11:05am
HOYTS Theatre

Umbrella Entertainment Presentation

11:05am - 11:12am
HOYTS Theatre

GDC Technology Presentation

11:12am - 11:42am
HOYTS Theatre

Maslow Entertainment Presentation

WEDNESDAY 29 OCTOBER, 2025

11:42am - 12:12pm
HOYTS Theatre

Rialto Distribution Presentation

12:30pm - 2:00pm Lunch Break With Our Trade Partners – Event Centre

2:00pm - 2:30pm
HOYTS Theatre

Industry Award Presentations 

2:30pm - 2:40pm
HOYTS Theatre

Gruvi Presentation

2:40pm - 3:10pm
HOYTS Theatre

STUDIOCANAL Presentation

3:10pm - 3:17pm
HOYTS Theatre

Creative Content Australia Presentation

3:17pm - 3:24pm
HOYTS Theatre

Comscore Presentation 

3:30pm - 4:30pm 
HOYTS Theatre

MPDAA Distributor Presentation 
Paramount Pictures

4:30pm - 6:30pm
HOYTS Theatre

Screening

6:30pm - 8:00pm Break

8:00pm - 9:46pm
HOYTS Theatre

The Housemaid Screening - STUDIOCANAL

5:00pm - 12:00am For bevvies and banter, join us at the Vista Group Bar - M&G

THURSDAY 30 OCTOBER, 2025

8:30am - 8:40am
HOYTS Theatre

Day 2 Recap
David Hill  – Managing Director Village Entertainment

8:40am - 9:25am
HOYTS Theatre VVS Films Presentation

9:25am - 10:10am
HOYTS Theatre Madman Entertainment Presentation 

10:23am - 10:30am
HOYTS Theatre Barco Presentation 

10:30am - 11:30am
HOYTS Theatre

MPDAA Distributor Presentation 
Warner Bros. Pictures

11:45am - 1.15pm 
HOYTS Theatre

Australian Independent Distributors Association Awards 
Lunch & Presentation

1:30pm - 3:00pm
HOYTS Theatre

MPDAA Distributor Presentation 
Universal Pictures

3:00pm - 5:10pm
HOYTS Theatre Song Sung Blue Screening - Universal Pictures

6:45pm - 7:30pm 
Vista Group Bar Dress To Impress For The Gala Dinner Arrival Drinks

7:30pm - 12:30am
The Star Ballroom

AIMC Gala Dinner In Partnership With The Motion Picture 
Distributor Association Of Australia

9:00pm - 3:00am
Vista Group Bar

Join us for The Afterparty To End All After Parties…

FRIDAY 31 OCTOBER, 2025

10:00am - 3:30pm
Movie World Visit
Thanks To Village Roadshow Theme Parks

2025

*PROGRAM IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE
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2025 SCREENINGS
MONDAY 27 OCTOBER, 7:30PM
Rental Family - The Walt Disney Studios

Release Date: 26 December 2025

Starring:  Brendan Fraser, Takehiro Hira, Mari Yamamoto, Shannon Gorman, and 
Akira Emoto

Director: HIKARI

Set against modern-day Tokyo, RENTAL FAMILY follows an American actor 
(Academy Award® winner Brendan Fraser) who struggles to find purpose until 
he lands an unusual gig: working for a Japanese “rental family” agency, playing 
stand-in roles for strangers. As he immerses himself in his clients’ worlds, he 
begins to form genuine bonds that blur the lines between performance and 
reality. Confronting the moral complexities of his work, he rediscovers purpose, 
belonging, and the quiet beauty of human connection.

WEDNESDAY 29 OCTOBER, 8:00PM
The Housemaid - STUDIOCANAL
Release Date: 26 December 2025

Starring: Sydney Sweeney, Amanda Seyfried and Brandon Sklenar

Director: Paul Feig

THE HOUSEMAID is a wildly entertaining thriller starring Sydney Sweeney and 
Amanda Seyfried, based on the best-selling book. From director Paul Feig, the 
film plunges audiences into a twisted world where perfection is an illusion, 
and nothing is as it seems. Trying to escape her past, Millie (Sweeney) accepts 
a job as a live-in housemaid for the wealthy Nina (Seyfried) and Andrew 
Winchester (Brandon Sklenar). But what begins as a dream job quickly 
unravels into something far more dangerous - a sexy, seductive game of 
secrets, scandal, and power. Behind the Winchesters’ closed doors lies a world 
of shocking twists that will leave you guessing until the very end.

THURSDAY 30 OCTOBER, 3:00PM
Song Sung Blue - Universal Pictures

Release Date : 1 January 2026

Starring : Hugh Jackman and Kate Hudson

Director: Craig Brewer

Based on a true story, two down-on-their-luck musicians (Hugh Jackman and 
Kate Hudson) form a joyous Neil Diamond tribute band, proving it’s never too 
late to find love and follow your dreams.

WATCH TRAILER HERE

WATCH TRAILER HERE

WATCH TRAILER HERE

2025

*PROGRAM IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kw38eWlTw8c
https://youtu.be/8nT8OrkBcHA
https://youtu.be/5WkN0l4gqeE
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WHAT THE INDUSTRY THINKS 
ABOUT THE AIMC

AIMC perfectly balances big ideas with personal connection and embodies why this part of the world continues 
to punch above its weight. That’s why Vista is proud to be AIMC’s naming rights sponsor.

Stuart Dickinson  CEO - Vista Group

Demand for The IMAX Experience is expanding exponentially in Australia and New Zealand, one of the world’s 
premiere moviegoing territories, and the AIMC is an important opportunity for us to better understand the 
market, meet with our expanding roster of world-class partners, and discuss key themes impacting our future. 

Giovanni Dolci  Global Chief Commercial Officer IMAX Corporation

AIMC isn’t just about watching what’s next on the big screen – it’s about connecting with the people, 
ideas, and innovations that will shape the future of our industry. Every year, the entire cinema community 
comes together to be inspired and to ignite new opportunities which will continue to drive the Australia film 

and exhibition industry.
Dan McCabe  Event Cinemas General Manager of Operations Australia

The AIMC is a world class event …right up there with the best. If you’re in the film industry… and connected in 
any way… it’s a conference you must attend.

Stephen Basil-Jones  Executive Vice-President - Managing Director Sony Pictures Releasing (Australia & NZ)

The AIMC continues to set the standard for global Cinema Industry showcases. The event is must-attend and 
appeals to industry friends and colleagues from around the world. It provides an incredible content showcase 
into the year(s) ahead from all the major and independent Studios… whilst providing the platform to debate 
how we continue to evolve the cinema industry locally and around the world together. 2025 will be the best 

AIMC yet – see you there!
Josh Brigham  General Manager, The Walt Disney Studios, ANZ

The Paramount Pictures team values the AIMC as the premier opportunity for our industry to come together. 
Cinema is all about creating connections with audiences, and this convention allows us to strengthen those 
vital connections with our exhibition partners. Last year’s AIMC was one of the best I’ve attended, and we’re 

even more excited about this year’s event and the exceptional year ahead for the industry.
Brian Pritchett  Vice President & Managing Director Australasia - Paramount Pictures

It has never been more important to get together at the AIMC. Whether it be learning the latest trends in 
seating or food and beverage or screening the latest footage from upcoming blockbusters or perhaps finding 

that unknown jewel in a distributor’s line up, it’s too important to miss.
Brett Rosengarten  CEO Independent Cinemas Australia

Events like AIMC remind us how vital it is to come together as an industry - to collaborate, share ideas, and 
support one another. It’s through working together that we not only strengthen our connections, but also 

grow our industry for the future.
Elizabeth Trotman  Co-President of Australian Independent Distributor Association & CEO STUDIOCANAL 

Australia & New Zealand

The AIMC is a cornerstone event for our film industry, an invaluable opportunity to connect with peers, share 
insights, and showcase the stories that will shape the big screen experience in the year ahead. It’s also a 

chance to celebrate the partnerships and collaboration that make our industry unique.
Suzanne Stretton-Brown  Director Of Marketing ANZ Universal Pictures International Australasia

The AIMC brings together distributors, exhibitors, and technology providers who each play a vital role in 
defining the modern cinema experience. For HOYTS Cinema Technology Group, it’s where we connect with 
exhibitors and manufacturers to explore how innovation can deliver the visions of storytellers and elevate the 
cinema experience for audiences. As proud Platinum Sponsors, we are committed to supporting an event that 

is not only world-class in its delivery, but also vital in shaping the future of cinema.
Adam Wrightson  Managing Director - HOYTS Cinema Technology Group

AIMC is where the future of our industry gets its spark - fresh stories inspire us, global partners become mates 
again, and the coffee cart turns into the unofficial HQ. EDGE is proud to be part of that energy. We’re here to 

roll up our sleeves and help shape what comes next.
Ben Wilson  EDGE Content & Technology General Manager
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WE ARE GREATLY APPRECIATIVE FOR THE 
SUPPORT OF OUR EVENT SPONSORS

PLATINUM PARTNERS

MAJOR GOVERNMENT PARTNERS

OFFICIAL 
SCREEN PARTNER

OFFICIAL PROJECTION 
PARTNER

EXCLUSIVE 
BEVERAGE PARTNER

GOLD PARTNERS

SILVER PARTNERS
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PRESENTING PARTNERS

OFFICIAL SNACK PARTNERS

TRADE PARTNERS


